
Newsletter dated 
November 29, 2024 

  
 

Message: Nathanael Hofstetter Ressler 
Worship Leader: Julie Yoder 
Song Leader: Ruth Yoder 
 

  

  
 

Informal Fellowship - 9:00 a.m. 
Sunday School Classes - 9:30a.m. 
Worship Service - 10:30 a.m.  

    (Online at www.mgmennonite.org)  

   
 
 
 

 Sunday 

    December 1, 2024 

 
GATHERING 
 Prelude   

 Welcome & Announcements 

 Opening Song STS #7 Come, Come Emmanuel 

 Call to Worship 
 Lighting of the Advent Candle 
 

PRAISING  
 Praise Songs VT #116 How Great is Our God 
   VT #218 Come Thou Long Expected Jesus 

 Offering – General Fund   
 

HEARING GOD’S WORD 
 Children’s Time 

 Scripture  Daniel 6:6-23 (NRSVUE) 

 Message  Between a Rock and a Hard Place: How Do We Continue On? 
 
 

RESPONDING 
 Song of Response STJ #105 Don’t be Afraid 
 Congregational Sharing/Prayer 
 

SENDING  
 Sending Song STJ #78 We Will Walk With God 

 Benediction/Blessing  

 Postlude  
 
 
 

 
PLEASE NOTE:  Cindy Fleming had surgery on her hand on October 9 and will be out of the office.  Kami Sommers will be 
taking care of the newsletter in her absence. To include something in the newsletter, please contact Kami by Wednesday. 
  

Songs used with permission:  CCLI 465314 
HWB-Hymnal Worship Book (blue) TMH-The Mennonite Hymnal (red) 

STJ-Sing the Journey (green)  STS-Sing the Story (purple) 

VT-Voices Together (purple) 

http://www.mgmennonite.org/


  
 

 Pray for those with health concerns:  Rachel Weaver; Herm Weaver going through 
chemotherapy treatments; Twila Miller’s sister Elnora Yoder with cancer, Cindy Flemming 
recovering from hand surgery. 

 Pray for the Mykhaylyuchenko family - Vlad, Krystyna, Vlad and Emilia. 

 Pray for Alexis Deuzoumbé and his wife Gloria & their family that they may soon be reunited.   

 Pray for peace and justice throughout the world.  Pray for those affected by violence and hate. 

 Pray for those affected by natural disasters, and those involved with the relief & recovery efforts. 

 Pray for Kami Sommers’s family. Her mother, Kenna Woodring, passed away on Friday 
morning, the 29th.  

  
 

 Offering last Sunday, November 24th Attendance: 81  
General Fund $ 1885.25  
Total Offering $ 1885.25   

 

 
 
Youth Group Fundraiser  
Please pick up jars you ordered from the youth on Sunday, December 1 and 8 after church. Contact 
Charla Sommers or Ruth Yoder with any questions, or if you’re unable to pick up on those Sundays. 
 
 
 

We are displaying a “Remembrance Tree” for the holiday season this year. If you would like to 
include a loved one who has passed on that tree, please put their name in the basket by the 
mailboxes. The name will then be written on a decorative paper and placed on the tree. Talk to Sylvia 
if you have any questions. 
 
 
Lighthouse Ministries’ Affordable Christmas program is for families in the southeast 
neighborhood of Canton surrounding the Lighthouse. 
In purchasing presents for kids, the real gift you are offering is dignity that comes with a parent’s 
ability to provide for their children.   

 The lists of gifts you see on the board in the church lobby were generated by responses to 
surveys that were distributed to parents and caregivers of the children who use the Lighthouse 
services.  Take a tag from the board. 

 The presents you purchase will be sold at an affordable price in a "store" run by the Lighthouse.  
Affordable means the gifts are marked down 75% so that the parents are buying at 25% of the 
purchase price. 

 Please make sure that every gift has the purchase price listed somewhere on the packaging. 

 Please tape the tag on the gift. 

 All gifts should be returned UNWRAPPED by Monday, December 2nd. 

 
  



 
 
 
 
 

NEEDED:  IVEP (International Volunteer Exchange Program through MCC) host family from 
February-July 2025.  Hello our Partnering Churches and greetings from the Hartville Thrift Shoppe!  
We are in need of a host family for our current IVEPer. Our IVEPer's name is Santa Jinaina, and she 
is 23, from Zambia.  Santa is currently working at the thrift shop so if you are interested you could 
meet her and get to know her some before you decide. Please give this prayerful consideration and 
contact Phil Stauffer or Julie Yoder at the Hartville Thrift Shoppe at 330-877-2769 if you have 
interest/questions. 
 
NEEDED:  Looking for a ride for 2 to Lancaster PA the weekend between Christmas and New Years 
for 2 of our area IVEP'ers - Santa and Juliana.  They will be returning the following weekend so a 
ride coming back that first weekend of January will be needed as well.  Or if anyone would like to 
donate to help them out with the cost of transportation that would be another option.  Please contact 
the Hartville Thrift Shoppe at 330-877-2769 and ask for Julie or Phil.  
 
 
Mennonite Disaster Service is responding to the devastation of Hurricane Helene in western 
North Carolina.  Mennonite Disaster Service (MDS) volunteers are in western North Carolina 
responding to the impacts of Hurricane Helene with equipment to move debris, mud, and downed trees. 
MDS is accepting donations for the recovery effort.  Please pray for the people impacted by the 
hurricane and the volunteers as they respond. Visit MDS.org to see the latest volunteer needs or to 
make a donation. Check donations can be mailed to Mennonite Disaster Service, 583 Airport Road, 
Lititz, PA 17543. Write “Hurricane Helene” on the memo line. 
 
 
Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) responding to the crisis in Lebanon and Gaza:  Up to a 
million people in Lebanon have been displaced in the last few days due to increasing military attacks. 
And the grave humanitarian crisis in Gaza continues. You can donate and provide relief today. MCC 
continues to respond to the needs of displaced people in Lebanon and Gaza. MCC is providing relief to 
recently displaced people in Lebanon with food, hygiene, bedding and psychosocial support. Please 
pray for an end to the violence and for a just peace in Israel and Palestine. Donate online 
at mcc.org/palestine-israel. 
 
 
Hartville Migrant Center:   "The Hartville Migrant Ministry is looking for new board members. Please 
prayerfully consider the opportunity to help serve vulnerable people in your community! For more 
information or inquiries, email Lora Wyss at lwyss@malone.edu or call the Hartville Migrant Center at 
(330) 877-2983." 
Volunteers needed – In need of drivers willing to transport patients from their home to the Migrant 
Center or other doctor’s appts. If you are interested, please contact Terry Smith at 330-354-6419. 
 
  

https://je7jim4ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0011_aH7Vitg3BONeEiZNHh9ICpk6cuakYcGKy6NxXj3pZUuoJjk3uSnewrEHbWiPB6KK4sL1_lyD1pR4YoWB43FxytQ7IlBOUzdydQTaxeJSv7-FPLPNV07E10WAbwaDJASTGuyyzKN-Kf5VURusCs1g==&c=FSZbO86SBVPfcLjcDl5icyombsF8Xef3EA7zM5fOVO5Eg-19npnsYw==&ch=gUtI5UeeEn_R76KAGIyPfUC8qun6TDFVGkkY-WcQmpmgWOxBZ2nx1A==
https://mcc.org/what-we-do/initiatives/disaster-response/palestine-and-israel


Ongoing News @ Maple Grove 
 

Coffee Time & Informal Fellowship @ Church – Sundays @ 9am 
Join us Sunday mornings before Sunday School – Everyone is welcome! 
If you would like to help with supplying donuts and/or baked goods, please get in touch with Barb 
Dutcher (for baked goods) or Perry Miller (for donuts).  Two dozen donuts and homemade or store-
bought baked goods are needed at the church by 9am on Sunday mornings.  Thanks for your help! 
 

Encouragement Cards - There are encouragement cards placed in every pew so that as the Spirit 
lays someone on your heart, you can share your thoughts and encouraging words with them.  You 
may place the cards in their mailbox or give directly to them. 
 

Receiving of the offering  
An offering basket is available at the back of the sanctuary for you to place your offering 
before the service begins.  The basket will be brought to the front of the sanctuary during 
the offertory music to be blessed during the offering prayer.   
You may also place your offering in the basket after the service.  Thank you! 
 

Offering Envelope Numbers  
In order to receive a year-end statement of your offerings, you must have an offering number.  To 
obtain an offering number, please contact.  The offering envelopes are designed so you can 
designate your offering to specific funds.  If funds are not designated on the envelope, they are 
included in the General Fund with the exception of the 3rd Sunday of each month which is Education 
Sunday and non-designated funds go to the Education Fund.   
 

Acme Community Cash Back Program runs through February 15, 2025. 
If you shop at Acme, save your receipts and bring them into the church – a collection box is available 
under the mailboxes.  Lake Township FISH can turn these in at the end of the program and Acme 
will give a percentage of the cash back amount printed on the bottom of each receipt to FISH.   

 

 

 

 
 

Church Information: 2121 Smith Kramer St. NE, Hartville, OH  44632  Phone:  330-877-2400  
 Website:  www.mgmennonite.org   

  Facebook – Maple Grove Mennonite Church Group 
   (send updates to Pastor Nathanael, Jill Liechty or Julie Yoder) 
 Nathanael Hofstetter Ressler: Pastor (pastornathanael@maplegrovemennonite.org) 
   - Office Hours: Monday 9am-1pm; Tuesday thru Thursday-8am-noon 
 Cindy Fleming: Church Secretary (Secretary@maplegrovemennonite.org)  
   - Office Hours:  Monday, Tuesday and Thursday – 8am-1pm 
 Ministry of Congregational Care: Dan Dutcher, Paul Bontrager, Harold Beachy, Jill Liechty 
 Prayer Chain Contacts:  Jen Geiser and Kami Sommers 

 SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES AVAILABLE  

Adult Classes 
 Women’s Class Room 1-Education Side 
 Men’s Class Room 9-Hallway 
 Mixed Intergenerational Class Room 2-Education Side 
 Mixed 30’s-40’s Class Basement 

Children/Youth/Young Adult Classes  
 PreK-5th Grade  Rooms 7-8 
 Jr. Youth (Grades 6-8): Rooms 3-4 
 Youth (Grades 9-12) & Post-High 
    Youth Room in Basement

 

http://www.mgmennonite.org/
mailto:pastornathanael@maplegrovemennonite.org
mailto:Secretary@maplegrovemennonite.org

