
Newsletter dated 
January 31, 2025 

 
 

Message: Dariush Meraj 
Worship Leader: Myron Weaver 
Song Leader: Ruth Yoder 
 

  

  
 

Informal Fellowship - 9:00 a.m. 
Sunday School Classes - 9:30a.m. 
Worship Service - 10:30 a.m.  

    (Online at www.mgmennonite.org)  

   
On Sunday, Maple Grove welcomes Dariush Meraj, his wife Emily and sons  

Cyrus & Parsa to the worship service.  Dariush is the Everence Financial Consultant in Kidron. 
We at Maple Grove thank you for joining us and wish you God’s blessing. 

 

  Sunday 

February 2, 2025    
 
 

GATHERING 
 Prelude   

 Welcome & Announcements 

 Opening Song STS #50 Come, Bring Your Burdens to God 

 Call to Worship  

 

PRAISING  
 Praise Songs HWB #20 Come and See 
  Come As You Are 
 Offering – General Fund  

 

HEARING GOD’S WORD 
 Scripture  Mark 12:41-44 (NRSV) 

 Message  Should I Give It All? 

 
 

RESPONDING 
 Song of Response Jesus Take All of Me 

 Congregational Sharing/Prayer 
 
SENDING  
 Sending Song VT #297 You Are Salt for the Earth 

 Benediction/Blessing  

 Postlude  
  Songs used with permission:  CCLI 465314 

HWB- Hymnal Worship Book (blue) STJ-Sing the Journey (green)  

VT-Voices Together (purple) STS-Sing the Story (purple) 

http://www.mgmennonite.org/


  
 

 Pray for Herm Weaver who had surgery on Thursday for bladder cancer. 

 Pray for those with health concerns: Rachel Weaver; Mary Hilmer’s brother Harold Yoder 
who has cancer; Becky Lubbers recovering from knee surgery; Jeremy Graber, Kevin 
Graber’s nephew, recovering from brain surgery; Terry Smith with the Hartville Migrant 
Ministry recovering from surgery. 

 Pray for the Mykhaylyuchenko family - Vlad, Krystyna, Vlad and Emilia.   

 Pray for Alexis Deuzoumbé and his wife Gloria & their family.  

 Pray for peace and justice throughout the world.  Pray for those affected by violence and hate. 

 Pray for those affected by natural disasters, and those involved with the relief & recovery efforts. 

  
 

 Sunday – Feb. 2 - Sermon - Dariush 
 - Annual Meeting after a Carry-in lunch 

 Wednesday – Feb. 5 - Ladies’ Sewing & Comforter Knotting (lunch provided) 

 Thursday – Feb. 6 - Scripture Reading & Prayer Time – 8:30am (SS Room #1) 

 Thursday – Feb. 13 - Maple Grove’s night to Volunteer @ Thrift Shoppe – 6pm  

 Saturday – Feb. 15 - Acme Community Cash Back Program ends  

 Sunday – Feb. 16 - Collection for Lake Township FISH 
 - Bring in Diapers for Diaper Shower for Tim & Violet 

 Sunday – March 9 - Church Social – Game Night @ the Church – 4:30pm 
 

PLEASE NOTE: 

 Pastor Nathanael is out of town January 30-February 2.  He is the High School speaker for the 
Winter Retreat at the Amigo Centre in Michigan speaking about the theme "Anabaptism:  Who, 
Why, and What Now?" from Jan 31 - Feb 2.  Please contact a member of the Ministry of 
Congregational Care for any pastoral needs in his absence. 

 Cindy Fleming is back to working in the office instead of working from home.  Her hours in the 
office are 8am-1pm on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday with Wednesday being her day off. 

 
 
 

 Offering last Sunday, January 26 Attendance:  68 
General Fund $ 2,470.00 
Alexis Deuzoumbé Mission  50.00 
Total Offering $ 2,520.00 
 

The 2024 year-end giving statements are under the mailboxes in envelopes marked with your 
offering number.  Please pick up your numbered envelope.  If you also donated through 
PayPal, remember to combine PayPal acknowledgements with this statement for total giving 
to Maple Grove Mennonite Church for the year.  If you would like your giving statement mailed 
to you, please contact Cindy in the church office.  Please contact Steve Miller, Ministry of 
Administration Treasurer, if you have any questions. 

  

https://www.amigocentre.org/winter-youth-retreat.html


 
 

This Sunday is the Annual Congregational Business Meeting after a carry-in. 
The Ministry of Administration invites everyone to stay for lunch and the Annual Meeting 
afterwards.  The Annual Report booklets have been emailed to you or placed in your 
mailbox.  There are extra paper copies available by the mailboxes.  If you have any 

questions, please contact a member of the Ministry of Administration:  Brenda LaTulippe, Jade Liechty, 
Sam Miller, Steve Miller, Scott Sommers, Adam Weaver 
 
 
The ladies’ sewing group will meet on Wednesday, February 5th.  Lunch will be provided! 
Everyone is welcome to join us for a day of fellowship while we knot comforters and quilt in the 
Fellowship Hall.  Lunch is provided this month!  We'll have soup, bread and dessert. Spend the day or 
come for just a bit - we enjoy each other’s friendship while we work!  Please contact Twila Miller, 
Margaret Miller or Sheryl Weaver if you have any questions. 
 
 
 
 
FISH Collection:  The Ministry of Outreach is holding a collection for Lake Township FISH on  
February 16th.  Brown bags with a list of needed items will be available on February 2nd .   
Please bring items to the church by Sunday, February 16th .  You may also give through the offering 
by marking your envelope for FISH.  Needed items are: 

  Pasta  Pasta Sauce 

  Canned fruit  Canned soup 

  Kleenex    
 
Diaper Shower for Tim & Violet:  The Ministry of Outreach is having a diaper shower for Tim Miller 
(Miriam Miller’s son).  If you would like to participate, please bring in diapers February 9 & 16.  Any 
size diapers newborn to toddler.  Any questions, please contact a member of MOO:  Sheryl Weaver, 
Savanah Hofstetter Ressler, Howard Miller.  Thank you! 
 
Acme Community Cash Back Program ends Saturday, February 15. 
Please bring your receipts into the church – a collection box is available under the mailboxes.  Lake 
Township FISH can turn these in at the end of the program and Acme will give a percentage of the 
cash back amount printed on the bottom of each receipt to FISH.   
 
The second Thursday of each month is Maple Grove's turn to supply volunteers at the 
Hartville Thrift Shoppe.  Ministry of Outreach is encouraging volunteers to help with this. 
Men and women are needed Thursday, February 13, at 6:00 p.m. 
 
  



Family Ministry has scheduled a game night at the church for Sunday, March 9, from 4:30-7:30pm.  
All ages are welcome!  We’ll have pizza at 5:30.  Bring your favorite game to play and 
come enjoy the fellowship time!  If you have any questions, please contact a member of 
Family Ministry:  Barb Dutcher, Betty Miller, Holly Miller & Marsha Miller 
 

 
Lenten Banner for 2025 –The Worship Visual Committee is currently working on the new Lenten 
banner using the Leader magazine suggestions.  It will be set up in the Fellowship Hall for the next 
2 weeks during coffee time if anyone (of any age or skill) would like to help.  If you have any 
questions, please see Vee Miller or Sheryl Weaver. 
 
Morning Scripture Reading and Prayer:  Starting February 6th, Pastor Nathanael and Clara 
Sommers will be meeting on Thursday mornings at 8:30am for a time of scripture reading and 
prayer.  We will follow the 2-Year Bible Reading Plan – copies are available by the mailboxes.  All 
are invited to join us, whether you come every week or just once in a while.  We will meet in the 
Women’s Sunday School classroom #1.  If you have any questions, please see Clara or Nathanael. 
 
Rejoice! Devotional Magazines have been placed in the mailboxes for the spring quarter  
(March-April-May).  Rejoice! is a quarterly devotional magazine published by MennoMedia.  If you 
would like to be added to the list to receive this magazine, or if you currently receive and no longer 
wish to receive it, please contact either Ruth Yoder with Ministry of Education or Cindy in the church 
office. 
 
The Our Daily Bread devotionals for March-May are now available by the mailboxes.  
Please help yourself 
 
 
 
 

 
The Hartville Thrift Shoppe is looking for volunteers, specifically in the 
purses/accessories, electronics, cashier areas, and the Movies and Music department.  
Tours and more information are available.  Hours and areas to work are as flexible as 
you need them to be!  Join us in our work to support MCC and local charities.   

Contact Julie, Volunteer Coordinator at 330-877-2769 X1308, or fill out a volunteer information form 
on our website at hartvillethriftshoppe.org. 
 
Berlin Mennonite Church in Berlin will host the 2025 Annual Conference Assembly (ACA) of 
the Ohio Conference on March 7 and 8.  The theme is Foundation to Future and the theme verse 
is 1 Corinthians 3:11.  In looking at Anabaptism at 500, we look at the firm foundation that has been 
built in the past and how that foundation will pave the way to strengthen our faith for the future. ACA 
is intended for all members of Ohio Conference churches, not just delegates.  Click here for more 
information and to register online.  Registration price increases after February 8th. 
 
  

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__hartvillethriftshoppe.org&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=ycbSsAyXC_X0g-U21i60FUuD1TiVQ7P8oy-PvvPE3pn-4og0l-DPAgijO1iQuj7y&m=XYG1ILks_ZUXwDff2kTw4cPaIG1UDzeF89al4eR6Kgwk4Fa1zQTPNSo5QQGcb4gb&s=vUOcu0dVe0X1V4503cl3iKHGbkKebD3ARobcv6G1FoM&e=
https://ohiomennoniteconference.org/


 
Help take the sting out of winter’s chill by joining MCC's Great Winter Warm-Up! This winter, 
compassionate people like you are giving the gift of warm comforters to those in need around the 
world. Help MCC meet our goal to collect 7,000 comforters by the end of March. Sponsor a comforter, 
donate one (or a few!) or attend a comforter making event! It’s more than a warm blanket — it’s a 
message of love and compassion. Learn more at mcc.org/great-winter-warm-up 
 
Join the Ohio MCC Comforter Bash on February 28 - March 1! 
A handmade comforter provides not only warmth, but also a tangible message to people that 
their needs are not forgotten. Join others of all ages for this two-day event at Fairlawn Mennonite 
Church to knot comforters that Mennonite Central Committee will distribute around the world. 
For more information, visit mcc.org/ohio-comforter-bash. 
Dates: Friday, February 28 (9am-8pm) and Saturday, March 1 (9am-2pm) 
Location: Fairlawn Mennonite Church - 8520 Emerson Rd, Apple Creek, OH 44606 
 
 
Thank you from Mennonite Central Committee 
At Mennonite Central Committee we are so grateful for the many ways you support the work 
of MCC and our partners around the world. Whether it’s through gathering kits, volunteering at 
events and thrift shops, collecting My Coins Count, or offering prayers for this work and the people 
who are touched, we appreciate your partnership in this important ministry. In particular, thank you 
to our friends and supporters at Maple Grove for your generous donation during 2024. 
  
Your contributions have helped women in rural Nepal gain skills in farming, fishing, and other 
trades, allowing them to provide income for their families to send children to school, prepare for 
emergencies, and save for the future.  Because of you, children in Ethiopia are able to return to 
school and families in Ukraine, Rwanda, and beyond have handmade comforters to keep them 
warm. Your support allowed our global partners to provide clean and safe water for over 46,000 
people. You are helping feed families in Lebanon who are dealing with a devastated economy and 
escalating violence. Because of your prayers and faithful gifts of support, MCC is able to work with 
393 partners on 508 projects in 45 countries around the world.  
 
Thank you for sharing love and compassion in the name of Christ to vulnerable people 
through MCC.  -  Danae King, MCC Great Lakes – mcc.org 
  

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__mcc.org_get-2Dinvolved_fundraiser_great-2Dwinter-2Dwarm-2Dup&d=DwMF-g&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=8OVw2wT3rQvoQAO19C55oIQ7TcacWDPIW-AjVJa5l5y7hPbvOflcozEjwRF60D5q&m=zLOG5ZW2vPw4-kB8GQxDLo98gjvPQhg302LCV5kgO4mmZKZx4c2nT68f6gZVKjeB&s=zWRcsk0za1wtxjy7vVR0oz4EoTfRaEeQuMi32qOPn8Y&e=
https://mcc.org/ohio-comforter-bash
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__mcc.org_our-2Dstories_boosting-2Dincome-2Dand-2Dvoices&d=DwMFAg&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=8OVw2wT3rQvoQAO19C55oIQ7TcacWDPIW-AjVJa5l5y7hPbvOflcozEjwRF60D5q&m=0jet2jR57wCDSa55PkJfyYZLTU6epCwKaG7jS9RUNhjjIFdGoyKWHTBKV4TC9XGg&s=5xcmEM4CI2bVLl1ttU_zTvcvT-vzvsBr1ExVtK-VzcI&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__mcc.org_our-2Dstories_school-2Dkits-2Dhelp-2Dtigray-2Dchildren-2Dreturn-2Dschool-2Dafter-2Dwar&d=DwMFAg&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=8OVw2wT3rQvoQAO19C55oIQ7TcacWDPIW-AjVJa5l5y7hPbvOflcozEjwRF60D5q&m=0jet2jR57wCDSa55PkJfyYZLTU6epCwKaG7jS9RUNhjjIFdGoyKWHTBKV4TC9XGg&s=3YcpUXN7oqPuWouaSabr_2gfiu3SBvP7Fyrj70oWUBA&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__mcc.org_our-2Dstories_school-2Dkits-2Dhelp-2Dtigray-2Dchildren-2Dreturn-2Dschool-2Dafter-2Dwar&d=DwMFAg&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=8OVw2wT3rQvoQAO19C55oIQ7TcacWDPIW-AjVJa5l5y7hPbvOflcozEjwRF60D5q&m=0jet2jR57wCDSa55PkJfyYZLTU6epCwKaG7jS9RUNhjjIFdGoyKWHTBKV4TC9XGg&s=3YcpUXN7oqPuWouaSabr_2gfiu3SBvP7Fyrj70oWUBA&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__mcc.org_our-2Dstories_gift-2Dwarmth-2Dthrough-2Dneedle-2Dand-2Dthread&d=DwMFAg&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=8OVw2wT3rQvoQAO19C55oIQ7TcacWDPIW-AjVJa5l5y7hPbvOflcozEjwRF60D5q&m=0jet2jR57wCDSa55PkJfyYZLTU6epCwKaG7jS9RUNhjjIFdGoyKWHTBKV4TC9XGg&s=4WfXfQd3HUKhnOITQpn6NFV5M79wIUZHLDIpjneXL3Q&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__mcc.org_our-2Dstories_mcc-2Dpartners-2Dlebanon-2Dprovide-2Demergency-2Dfood&d=DwMFAg&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=8OVw2wT3rQvoQAO19C55oIQ7TcacWDPIW-AjVJa5l5y7hPbvOflcozEjwRF60D5q&m=0jet2jR57wCDSa55PkJfyYZLTU6epCwKaG7jS9RUNhjjIFdGoyKWHTBKV4TC9XGg&s=QgdjOkJbEDT-Vk1OetY09U47DdWoY5dKa9KfPsRK0vM&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__mcc.org_&d=DwMFAg&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=8OVw2wT3rQvoQAO19C55oIQ7TcacWDPIW-AjVJa5l5y7hPbvOflcozEjwRF60D5q&m=0jet2jR57wCDSa55PkJfyYZLTU6epCwKaG7jS9RUNhjjIFdGoyKWHTBKV4TC9XGg&s=0DPNKEBPkh9z7WvUOnvkmEv3UGC6T48X_SHb65147DQ&e=


 
Ongoing News @ Maple Grove 

 
 

Coffee Time & Informal Fellowship @ Church – Sundays @ 9am 
Join us Sunday mornings before Sunday School – Everyone is welcome! 
If you would like to help with supplying donuts and/or baked goods, please get in touch with Barb 
Dutcher (for baked goods) or Perry Miller (for donuts).  Two dozen donuts and homemade or store-
bought baked goods are needed at the church by 9am on Sunday mornings.  Thanks for your help! 
 

Encouragement Cards - There are encouragement cards placed in every pew so that as the Spirit 
lays someone on your heart, you can share your thoughts and encouraging words with them.  You 
may place the cards in their mailbox or give directly to them. 
 

Receiving of the offering  
An offering basket is available at the back of the sanctuary for you to place your offering 
before the service begins.  The basket will be brought to the front of the sanctuary during 
the offertory music to be blessed during the offering prayer.   
You may also place your offering in the basket after the service.  Thank you! 
 

Offering Envelope Numbers  
In order to receive a year-end statement of your offerings, you must have an offering number.  To 
obtain an offering number, please contact Kami Sommers.  The offering envelopes are designed so 
you can designate your offering to specific funds.  If funds are not designated on the envelope, they 
are included in the General Fund with the exception of the 3rd Sunday of each month which is 
Education Sunday and non-designated funds go to the Education Fund.   
 
 
 
 

To include something in the newsletter, please email Cindy Fleming at  
secretary@maplegrovemennonoite.org by  Wednesday each week – thank you! 

 

 
 

Church Information: 2121 Smith Kramer St. NE, Hartville, OH  44632  Phone:  330-877-2400  
 Website:  www.mgmennonite.org   

  Facebook – Maple Grove Mennonite Church Group 
   (send updates to Pastor Nathanael, Jill Liechty or Julie Yoder) 
 Nathanael Hofstetter Ressler: Pastor (pastornathanael@maplegrovemennonite.org) 
   - Office Hours: Monday 9am-1pm; Tuesday thru Thursday-8am-12pm 
 Cindy Fleming: Church Secretary (Secretary@maplegrovemennonite.org)  
   - Office Hours:  Monday-Tuesday & Thursday-Friday – 8am-1pm 
 Ministry of Congregational Care: Dan Dutcher, Paul Bontrager, Harold Beachy, Jill Liechty 
 Prayer Chain Contacts:  Jen Geiser and Kami Sommers 

 SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES AVAILABLE  

Adult Classes 
 Women’s Class Room 1-Education Side 
 Men’s Class Room 9-Hallway 
 Mixed Intergenerational Class Room 2-Education Side 
 Mixed 30’s-40’s Class Basement 

Children/Youth/Young Adult Classes  
 PreK-5th Grade  Rooms 7-8 
 Jr. Youth (Grades 6-8): Rooms 3-4 
 Youth (Grades 9-12) & Post-High 
    Youth Room in Basement

 

mailto:secretary@maplegrovemennonoite.org
http://www.mgmennonite.org/
mailto:pastornathanael@maplegrovemennonite.org
mailto:Secretary@maplegrovemennonite.org

