
 

HWB-Hymnal Worship Book (blue) TMH-The Mennonite Hymnal (red) 
       STJ-Sing the Journey (green) STS-Sing the Story (purple) 

                Songs used with permission:  CCLI 465314 
 

   

  
 

Watch Sunday’s service live at 10:30 a.m.  Maple Grove Reopening Guidelines 
        at www.mgmennonite.org  Weekly Newsletter dated January 8, 2021 
 

PLEASE NOTE THAT WE WILL NOT HAVE IN-PERSON SUNDAY SCHOOL IN JANUARY 
 

 
Sunday’s Service – January 10, 2021  

Ex Nihilo  
 

 Message: Nathanael Hofstetter Ressler   
 Worship Leader: Matthew Manchester 
 Song Leader:   Ruth Yoder 
  
  

GATHERING 
 Prelude  

 Opening Song  Living Waters 

 Welcome & Announcements 

 Call to Worship & Prayer 
 
PRAISING  
 Songs of Praise Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone) 
  He Who Began a Good Work in You 
 Prayer for Offering 

HEARING GOD’S WORD 
 Scripture Genesis 1:1-5 

 Message   Ex Nihilo 
 
RESPONDING 
 Song of Response HWB #299 New Earth, Heavens New 

 Congregational Sharing/Prayer 
 
SENDING  
 Sending Song TMH #573 All the Way My Savior Leads Me 

 Benediction/Blessing  

 Postlude   

https://mgmennonite.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Maple-Grove-Reopening-Guidelines-12-03-20.pdf
http://www.mgmennonite.org/


  
 

 Pray for healing for Harold & Nancy Beachy and their family. 

 Pray for Leroy & Clara Sommers as they go to see and support their granddaughter. 

 Pray for Henry Sommers, Jr. who is dealing with cancer. 

 Pray for John Hilmer (Mary Hilmer’s son) who is dealing with cancer. 

 

If you have a prayer request you would like included in Sunday’s service, you may text Pastor Nathanael to 
have it included – please see the recent Maple Grove News that was emailed or mailed to you for the number. 

  
 
 

Offering Last Sunday, January 3, 2021 Attendance:  50 
General Fund   1,649.89 
Education Fund   500.00 
Hurricane Relief   1,300.00  
Total Offering $  3,449.89 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The 2020 year-end giving statements are under the mailboxes in envelopes 
marked with your offering number.   Please pick up your numbered envelope.   
If you would like your giving statement mailed to you, please contact Cindy in the 
church office.    

 
 
Offering Envelope Numbers 

In order to receive a year-end giving statement of your offerings, you must have an offering 
number. To obtain an offering number, please contact Ryan Miller. The offering envelopes are 
designed so you can designate your offering to specific funds.  If funds are not designated on the 
envelope, they are included in the General offering except for the 3rd Sunday of each month which 
is Education Sunday and non-designated funds go to the Education fund.  For accurate recording, 
please mark the front of your envelope with your offering number as well as designation of 
funds.  If you have any questions, please contact John Koshmider, Maple Grove’s Treasurer. 
 
 
 
 



Annual Reports for 2020 are due January 11th 
The Ministry of Administration has scheduled the Annual Congregational Business Meeting for 
Sunday, January 31st, 2021.  An email has been sent to the chairperson of each committee and 
ministry requesting an updated report for 2020, with a copy of last year’s report included for your 
reference.  We are asking that you please turn in your reports to the church office by Monday, 
January 11th. 
 
 
REMINDER – THERE ARE FREEZER MEALS AVAILABLE:  Family Ministry has freezer meals 
available for those in need in the refrigerator at the church.  These can be taken to someone in need, 
whether it’s someone in the church, or a neighbor or a friend coming home from the hospital, or a 
situation where someone could just use some help.  The meals are ham & scalloped potatoes and 
rigatoni.  Fruit slush is available for dessert.  All are labeled with heating instructions.  To take a meal 
to someone, please let Cindy in the church office know what meal you are taking and who it is going 
to.  If you have any questions, please contact a member of Family Ministry – Sheryl Weaver, Charla 
Sommers, Kathy Cartner, Marsha Miller 
 
 
The Acme Community Cashback Program ended Saturday, December 26, 2020. 
Please bring in your Acme receipts to benefit Lake Township FISH!  A collection box for the 
receipts is under the mailboxes at the church.  A percentage of the cash back amount printed on 
the bottom of each receipt will be donated to FISH.  Thank you – Ministry of Outreach 
 
 
Thank you from the Lighthouse Ministries in Canton: 
The Lighthouse would like to thank you and your congregation for the prayers and financial support 
given this year. Because of your generosity we were able to reach our fundraising goal and then 
some! Your support of our Lighthouse students, community, and neighborhood is truly a gift. Peace 
to you as you welcome the new year. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Ohio Conference Invites You to a Missional Conference Featuring Brad Roth – March 4-5 
This year’s Ohio Conference Missional Conference will be held the evenings of March 4-5, 2021, 
on the Zoom platform.  Sessions will take place from 6:30 p.m. to 8:45 p.m. each evening.  The 
theme of the conference will be "Come and See!  The Mission of the Church in God's Country." 
Brad Roth will provide input for this event. The pastor of West Zion Mennonite Church in 
Moundridge, Kansas, he is also the author of the book God's Country: Faith, Hope and the Future 
of the Rural Church.  Conference fee is $20 if registered by February 26 ($25 after February 26).  
The fee for young adults (under 30) is $10.  Register online or download a paper registration at 
https://bit.ly/2021MissionalConference.  Paper copies of the brochure for the Missional Conference 
are also available on the literature rack at the church.  Click here for more information. 
 

https://bit.ly/2021MissionalConference
https://ohiomennoniteconference.org/2021-missional-conference-come-and-see/


 
Join MCC and Great Lakes BIC for a free webinar: Consuming Media Responsibly.  
Framed with a time of biblical reflection, Bishop Lynn Thrush will facilitate a discussion with Pastor 
Tracie Hunter and Nekeisha Alexis, AMBS’ intercultural competence and undoing racism 
coordinator, about how we should understand the ways the media influences us. The free webinar 
will take place on Thursday, January 21, from 7:00-8:30 p.m. EST. Participants will come away 
with a better understanding of the racial undertones of media consumption. Please register by 
January 20 at mcc.org/gl-webinar-media to receive the webinar link. 
 
 
Seeking the Beloved Community: From Racism to Reconciliation 
As part of God's reconciling work, we are called to dismantle racism and build relationships across 
racial divides. On Saturday, January 23, 2021 from 9:00 - 11:30 a.m. EST, Mennonite Men will be 
hosting a meeting, open to all genders, with members of Seeking the Beloved Community, a group 
of Black and White men in Elkhart, Indiana, who have been engaged in this work for seven years. 
A number of these are pastors and members of Mennonite congregations. 
To learn more about the event, click here. To register for the event, click here. 
 
 
 
 

 
To include something in the newsletter, please contact Cindy by noon on Wednesday – thank you! 

  

Church Information: 2121 Smith Kramer St. NE, Hartville, OH  44632  Phone:  330-877-2400  
 Website:    www.mgmennonite.org   Facebook @MapleGroveMC   

 Nathanael Hofstetter Ressler: Pastor (pastornathanael@maplegrovemennonite.org) 
   - Office Hours:  Monday 9am-12pm; Tuesday thru Thursday-1-3pm; Friday-Sabbath  
 Terry Shue: Associate Pastor 
 Cindy Fleming: Church Secretary (Secretary@maplegrovemennonite.org)  
   - Office Hours:  Monday-Tuesday and Thursday-Friday – 8am-1pm 
 Ministry of Congregational Care: Paul Bontrager, Dan Dutcher, Ruth Miller, Gary Sommers  
 Prayer Chain Contacts:  Jen Geiser and Kami Sommers 

https://mcc.org/get-involved/events/webinar-consuming-media-responsibly
https://www.mennonitemen.org/SiteCollectionDocuments/Seeking-the-Beloved-Community-event.pdf
https://seekingthebelovedcommunity.netlify.app/
mailto:pastornathanael@maplegrovemennonite.org

